18-i 9 August
AN AUSTRALIAN DESERT EXPLORED
Mr. E. A. Colson, accompanied by a black boy with five
camels carrying instruments, food, and enough water for three
weeks, has crossed the Simpson Desert in Central Australia.
He is the first white man to have made the journey. Mr.
Colson's conclusion is that the time will come when water by
means of wells or bores will be available in the Simpson Desert
country, and that herds and flocks will convert the growth of
herbage into an asset. At present, however, settlement is
impracticable.
Wednesday 19                                                                 SPAIN
On the frontier it is reported that the Government supporters
at San Sebastian have shot eight hostages as a reprisal for the
shelling of the town. There has been heavy fighting near Iran,
where the Government troops are holding out desperately.
Typhoid fever has broken out in Spanish territory.
PALESTINE
Casualties in Palestine from 19 April to -15 August are:
211 killed, 1,020 wounded. These include two British police
killed and six Army and R.A.F. men. The record of Arab
casualties is probably quite inaccurate, as it is believed that
many of those killed in the hills were carried off secretly and
buried by their relatives.
THE SOVIET TRIAL
The trial has opened in Moscow of Zinovieff, Kameneff,
and fourteen others, charged with being the leaders of "under-
ground" terrorist revolutionary groups. They confess to holding
meetings in Zinovieff Js flat, concealing their activities under a
hypocritical mask of loyalty in accordance with the advice of
Trotsky, whom they intended to recall when they had murdered
Stalin. As usual, the indictment consists of alleged confessions
of questionable value.
THE CORONATION PROGRAMME
The King has granted permission for the official souvenir
programme of the Coronation to be prepared by King George's
Jubilee Trust. It will consist of thirty-two pages, and, besides
the Coronation Service and an Introduction by the Archbishop
of Canterbury, will give a photograph of King Edward, his
message to the Empire, Coronation verses by the Poet Laureate,
and a life of the King by Mr* Hector Bolitho.
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